
CAREER OPPORTUNIT Y
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Avondale, Arizona is a community 
where people share a deep 
sense of pride in what has been 
accomplished and how far we have 
come. In Avondale, there is a strong 
belief that the blending of a broad 
spectrum of cultures comes from a 
true sense of harmony throughout 
the community. Here, people and 
businesses are welcomed with 
open arms and supported in a 
way that exempli� es a dynamic, 
intelligent and driven city, ready to 
take on the future. 

Avondale is
Aspiring. Achieving. Accelerating.



OUR COMMUNITY

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
The City of Avondale is seeking a Public Works Director to lead the operations of the City Public Works Department. 
He/she will have a sharp, analytical mind with sound professional judgment and professional maturity, be an e� ective 
leader, an ethical and responsive public servant, and highly respected in the Public Works community.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS
 Manages the department by establishing policies, 

procedures, and methods for the operation and 
maintenance of the various divisions. Directs and 
manages the work of the department’s employees.

 Participates with management, various city teams and 
committees. Analyzes and develops solutions for City 
needs and issues. Researches and responds to questions 
raised by City Council and the City Management sta� .

 Maintains quality control by responding to and 
resolving di�  cult and sensitive citizen inquiries or 
complaints, providing continuous e� orts to improve 
operations, streamlining work processes, and working 
cooperatively to provide quality customer service.

 Oversees the selection, training, performance 
management, and development of employees in the 
Public Works Department. Exercises � nal responsibility 
for hiring and disciplinary actions, evaluating program/
work objectives and e� ectiveness, and realigning work 
and sta�  ng assignments as needed.

 Develops and manages department wide operating 
budgets by projecting revenues and expenditures for 
each separate fund, projecting short- and long-term 
funding needs and participating in water/sewer and 
solid waste rate setting recommendations.

 Develops and manages department capital 
improvement plan (CIP) by developing strategic plan for 
creating and maintaining the crucial infrastructure that 
will support continued growth and development of the 
City, developing project descriptions, setting project 
priorities, and developing cost estimates for the � ve 
and ten year horizons. Communicates the plan to the 
Council, Management, CIP Committee, and the Public.

 Performs contract administrative duties by negotiating 
and recommending contract terms, evaluating 
performance, and ensuring compliance with warranty 
and contract agreements.

 Monitors legislation and regulatory environment by 
developing policies and programs to ensure compliance 
with laws and regulations, participating with various 
city teams and committee, researching and responding 
to questions raised by City Council and the City 
Manager sta� , and reviewing appraisal drafts written by 
sta� . 



THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The City of Avondale Public Works Department consists of 98 sta�  members who deliver essential public services 
to the community through valued customer service, e� ective operations, and sound planning. The Department’s 
programs include Water, Wastewater, Sanitation, Recycling, Streets and Fleet Services. Each Division’s activities ensure 
that the City can provide essential public services to the community through valued customer service, e� ective 
operations, and sound planning. The following divisions combine to support these primary Departmental programs:

 Water Resources Planning

 Water Quality and Regulatory Compliance 

 Water Operations

 Wastewater Operations

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE
 Bachelor’s degree in a related � eld.

 Master’s Degree preferred.

 Professional Engineer (P.E.) highly preferred.

 Ten (10) years of experience managing daily 
operations and working at a similar sized city or 
private entity.

 Experience with planning responsibilities to include 
developing strategic and technical plans, planning 
and directing various construction and maintenance 
operations, coordinating division activities, 
formulating long-range plans, and developing 
departmental goals and direction.

 The ability to work closely with the City’s 
Development and Engineering Services Department 
to create and manage capital projects as well as 
oversee the water portfolio and the water reclamation 
system to ensure the City is prepared for complete 
build out.

For a complete job description, visit the city’s website at 
www.avondaleaz.gov/Careers

Salary Range: $126,336.10 - $183,187.34 Annually

Bene� t package to include:

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS

 Arizona State Retirement System

 Four-day work week

 Health, dental, and vision coverage

 Annual leave including vacation, sick and holiday 
bank hours

 Life insurance

 Voluntary supplemental retirement savings plans

 Flexible spending account

 Sanitation and Recycling

 Street Maintenance

 Fleet Services



To be considered for this career opportunity, applications must be received online:
www.avondaleaz.gov/Careers  |  Submit due date: October 12, 2020

Contact Human Resources with questions at:
Human Resources Department
11465 W. Civic Center Drive, Suite 240  |  Avondale, AZ 85323
TEL: (623) 333-2200  |  FAX: (623) 333-0220
Email: HR@AvondaleAZ.gov

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

OUR COMMUNITY
With a population of 85,167, the City of Avondale is located 
in the Southwest Valley of the metropolitan Phoenix hub, 
o�  Interstate-10. Avondale is nestled at the base of the 
scenic Estrella Mountains where the Agua Fria and Gila 
Rivers meet, and is located literally in the heart of Arizona.

Avondale prides itself as a vibrant, diverse and friendly 
community, with safe and attractive neighborhoods and a 
close-knit historic downtown.  As one of the area’s fastest 
growing communities, and with a median age of 32, 
Avondale strives to provide open spaces and recreational 
amenities, and works to attract quality businesses and 
employers to the area. Avondale is a community that 
focuses on the family and a special quality of life, one 
that is involved in the region but stands apart based on 
a� ordability and livability. Avondale is a young family 
oriented community, homes in virtually every price range 
and a local government that actively stays in contact with 
its residents while strongly supporting and encouraging 
business.

With six independent public school districts, private and 
charter schools, Estrella Mountain Community College, 
Rio Salado College and Universal Technical Institute (UTI), 
Avondale o� ers a wide range of educational opportunities 
to ensure the foundation for a diversi� ed workforce. 
Medical-related professions also thrive here with two 
hospitals on Avondale’s border and Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital in Avondale.  

To keep pace with the rapidly-growing population, a 
variety of cultural, economic, recreational and educational 

advantages have evolved. From the soccer � elds of 
Friendship Park to the high excitement of Phoenix 
International Raceway (PIR), Avondale has something for 
everyone. PIR is billed as the world’s fastest one-mile paved 
oval and plays host to multiple NASCAR events annually, 
each attracting nearly 400,000 enthusiasts and hundreds 
of race teams, contributing hundreds of millions of dollars 
in the state and local economy.  Avondale is also home to 
the Randall McDaniel Sports Complex, which o� ers indoor 
arena type sports, while regionally known Friendship Park 
and Festival Fields along with multiple other city parks 
provide nearly 200 acres for tournaments and special 
events year round.  

The Base & Meridian Wildlife area, also known as the Tres 
Rios Corridor, is a rich riparian habitat located along the 
Gila River abounding with many species of � sh, birds and 
wildlife.  It has been designated as a signi� cant birding 
corridor by the National Audubon Society.  As the only 
city in the Valley where three rivers converge, Avondale 
celebrates its lush natural resources with the Tres Rios 
Nature Festival each Spring.  

Avondale is gaining reputation as a budding artist 
community in Historic Avondale (Western Avenue and 
Central); home to various forms of public art displays, 
murals, and multiple family friendly events.

The City of Avondale operates under a Council-Manager 
form of government with a labor force of over 600 
employees.


